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Open letter
from the
mayor

IN THIS
WEEK

PAGE 4
COMMUNITY NEWS

The sky has
no limits
Mayor Rick Kriseman
Carla Bristol closed Gallerie 909’s storefront, but the gallery will continue
with pop-up exhibits around town.

nearly four years and the sitting
president for eight years prior
to Trump was President Barack
Obama. Yet, despite the omnipresence of democratic rule,
Flowers accurately notes jobs,
healthcare and small business

Thank you for engaging,
caring about the direction of
our city, and for voting in our
city’s upcoming municipal
election. Your vote is powerful, for there’s never been
more at stake. This election
will decide whether St. Pete
moves forward and continues
to makes progress, or turns
back to a time of a higher
crime and less opportunity. I
vote for moving forward. So
does
President
Barack
Obama, who endorsed my
candidacy. I hope you will,
too.
Moving forward is what
we’re all about in St. Pete. It’s
been the focus of my campaign. The Baker Campaign,
however, was designed not
just to turn back the clock, but
to tear me down and our community apart. It started on day
one when Mr. Baker described our community as one
in shambles and it has continued through his latest communication, an ad with more
falsehoods than a Donald
Trump tweet storm.
The commercial claimed
our new pier is over budget
(it’s not), my staff budget is
$4.2 million (it isn’t), hurricane debris threatens our
health (it doesn’t), and that
bike paths, playgrounds, and
scholarships for kids have suffered (they haven’t). In fact,
we’re becoming a friendlier
city for pedestrians and cyclists, expanded our park system, and have never been
more focused on our youth.
My campaign remains focused on the issues, no matter
what Mr. Baker or his Republican Party allies throw our
way in these final weeks. Yes,
we will continue to highlight
the sharp contrasts that exist
between Mr. Baker and me,
such as his silence in the face
of Donald Trump’s many divisive remarks and attacks on
minority communities, but we
will also continue to tout my
record and vision for the future.
I will continue to reflect the
inherent optimism of our residents. I will work every day to

See MIDTOWN, page 2
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A call
to action
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A never-ending
love story

BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG – The
first story printed in The Weekly
Challenger about a new art
gallery opening up on the
Deuces called Gallerie 909 was
three and a half years ago. It
opened up to great fanfare with
food, music and internationally
renowned African artist William
Kwanena-Poh. That April back
in 2014 was the day that the
much talked about “renaissance” of 22nd Street started
taking hold.
Gallerist Carla Bristol asked
herself what would she rather be
doing and her corporate day job
was the last thing on her list. She
took a chance and opened a
gallery that would feature works
from local black artists to artists
coming from as far away as

South America and Bangladesh.
The gallery livened up the
area, gave black artist an outlet
to showcase their work and gave
Bristol a storefront to display her
lively, loving personality.
So when she announced that
the gallery would be shutting its
doors, it floored many people.
“The shift of having Deuces
BBQ leave…that was a huge impact,” said Bristol. “It immediately took the energy of the area
back to three years ago because
now two-thirds of the building
isn’t filled.”
Bristol said on any given Saturday or Sunday, there would be
car after car pulling up to get
some barbeque and many would
wander over to her gallery to see
the goings-on.
“There’s a certain energy
that goes with that, plus you
have four or so advocates over

INDEX
COMMUNITY
NEWS

See GALLERIE, page 12

Midtown focal points demand change
GOLIATH J. DAVIS, III, PH.D
Contributor
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there, especially the owner.
Every time somebody comes in,
‘Oh, have you been over to Gallerie 909 yet?’ Constantly walking people in the door to make
sure they knew.”
Bristol said she also made
sure she brought people over to
the barbeque joint. If she had an
event, it benefited other businesses along the street and likewise.
“I knew when I came in that
it would be three to five years before this area turned. Everything was trending. You finally
had a business next door that
was viable and sustainable and
growing, but none of us were
there yet. All of us were still basically just investing in the community.”
Bristol lived through the ceiling leaking and water seeping in
from the other shop. She under-

Last week, School Board
member Renee Flowers, a
Weekly Challenger contributor
wrote: “….focal points in Midtown/south St. Petersburg surround jobs, healthcare, the
economy, voting rights and true
small business expansion have
not taken hold nor have found
roots as a place for change
under the current Republican
leadership.” Additionally, she
reported political analyst Herb
Poulson maintains one should
expect partisan politics to be inserted into our non-partisan
mayoral race. I wish to address
both points.
First, she referenced the
wrong individual. The political
analyst in question is former

University of South Florida professor Darryl Paulson. Second,
regarding her assessment of
Midtown’s focal points, School
Board member Flowers is partially correct. Midtown’s focal
points—jobs, the economy,
healthcare, small business,
etc., are in serious jeopardy
under the current administration.
However, the current city
administration is democratic,
not Republican as indicated by
Flowers. And, if by chance she
is referring to national politics
as she and the campaign do all
too frequently, consider the following:
Rick Kriseman, not Donald
Trump is mayor of our city.
Donald Trump has been President for nine months. Rick
Kriseman has been mayor for

Goliath Davis III
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A great divide
Dear Editor:
Sadly, as I write this editorial, we are witnessing a
great divide in the St. Petersburg black community
as a result of the mayoral
race between the Republican challenger former
Mayor Rick Baker and the
Democrat
incumbent
Mayor Rick Baker. The
community has been
ripped right down the middle resulting in nasty and
insulting rhetoric by community leaders and residents, played out on social
media and even in the
streets and at political
gatherings.
There has been an infusion of racism into the
campaigns in such a way
that has split the community right down the middle.
Here’s
the
question...which candidate
benefits the most from a
divided black electorate? It
has always been the Republican candidate who
benefits the most due to
the fact that the black community has always voted
overwhelmingly for Democrats.
Thus, Baker has continued to fan the flames of
an already fiery and tension-filled racist and political situation in black
America due to the Trump
presidency. For the sake of
winning at all costs, Baker
entered the race with an
obvious agenda of winning
as many black votes even
at the expense of ripping a
community in half.
We cannot let him succeed. Baker has thrown
the race card into the fray
and has hidden his hand.
He knew he could conquer half of the black electorate simply by implying
that Mayor Kriseman is a
racist who does not care
about black residents.
But look around all
those red Baker signs and
see that under Kriseman’s
administration, St. Petersburg has been heralded
nationally as a city on the
move. Jobs are up, crime
is down. Mayor Kriseman
is out in the forefront of
the effort to prepare our
city for a changing climate
and rising seas.

Midtown focal points demand change
MIDTOWN , from front page

Along with his cohort
Trump, Baker has continued to deny the science
behind the obvious.
Mayor Kriseman envisions a city for all of its
residents enjoying the rewards and the opportunities to take St. Petersburg
to an even higher level
and make it a wonderfully
diverse place in which to
live and strive.
The work that Mayor
Kriseman has begun in
our city must continue.
Under Kriseman, St. Petersburg continues to be
one the best places to live
in the U. S. and is one of
the fastest growing urban
centers in terms of job
growth, median household income and is listed
as one of the top 30 places
in America to do business,
all according to Forbes
Lists.
Kriseman has a workable plan to address the
growing problem of unaffordable housing. Why
should the city go in an entirely different direction
under Baker now? It
makes no sense.
Baker has touted his
several handouts to the
black community while
mayor that included bringing in a grocery store, a
credit union and a full-service post office. These are
handouts given to a community where the demand
is no longer for handouts
but for equal access to create our own business and
opportunities. Not as the
“Midtown” area residents
but as St. Petersburg residents.
So Baker, the “handout
candidate,” who only
seems to be able to point
to a failed grocery store
and a credit union funded
under the Kriseman administration, want our
community to change
from an upward path and
return back to an era of
handouts by Republican
Baker.
Baker cannot run away
from the fact that he supported racist Donald
Trump. He chose to rip
the black community
apart for the sake of regaining whatever he

thought he had accomplished in the black community. This is a classic
divide and conquer tactic
that the black community
knows all too well. Perhaps it will take years to
repair the breaches, bad
blood and tattered relationships now prevailing in
the black community.
Baker, knowingly or
perhaps unknowingly has
redrawn the great divide
in our city right along Central Avenue. He invented a
“Midtown” that doesn’t
even include all of south
St. Pete. He has pushed St.
Petersburg residents into
the areas that will benefit
him and his Trump-like
agenda.
Donald Trump went to
Washington to reverse all
of the gains made under
President Barack Obama
because of his dislike for
President Obama. It is the
opinion of many in the
black community that
Baker will implement the
same dark reversal of
gains made under Mayor
Kriseman because of the
obvious success of our
mayor.
St. Petersburg, we cannot allow ourselves to go
back to the way it used to
be. Let’s continue to move
forward on the successful
path under Mayor Kriseman who has the trusted
experience to address the
tough issues our city face.
To move us forward as
one St. Petersburg...not
split us back down the
Central Avenue middle.
The choice is obvious.
Therefore, as a veteran, a
pastor, a private citizen
and a St. Petersburg resident, I endorse and support Mayor Kriseman in
his bid for re-election.

have “not taken hold nor
found roots under the
current. . .leadership.”
The Kriseman campaign insists on injecting
party politics into the
mayoral race. Given
Kriseman’s poor record
and Trump’s propensity
for acting out and offending, one can understand
the strategy. However,
should reasonable people
get caught up in the emotionalism of Trumpism
and deny Kriseman’s dismal Midtown record?
What has Kriseman done
for Midtown?
He lost the grocery
store, Sylvia’s and Walgreens. Upon winning
the office of mayor, his
campaign told the Tampa
Bay Times they did not
need the black vote.
When confronted with
racial bigotry by a candidate at a mayoral debate,
he sat silent and refused
to confront the racist.
He offended the preeminent civil rights organization (NAACP) and
is recommending awarding a historical Midtown
asset, the Manhattan
Casino, to a Cuban business group. The Tampa
Bay Times’ investigative
report on the status of
education in Pinellas revealed the City of St. Petersburg is plagued with
Failure Factories and
Kriseman’s response has
not been noteworthy.
Kriseman continues
to employ the O Kee
Doke.
School Board
member Flowers’ justification for the deception
surrounding “Banning
the Box” is that it is a national movement and
Eddie Pelham got a job. I
am happy for Mr. Pelham
and wish him all the best.
However, we all know the
number of African Americans in the city of St.
Pete with criminal justice
issues exceeds one (1)
and if credible statistics
regarding enhanced employment exists, they
would have been offered.
For years, past city

administrations hired Individuals with adverse
criminal justice encounters
in
sanitation,
stormwater, etc. Banning the box will not increase employment in
other areas as long as the
current selection standards remain.
Don’t
“Ban the Box!” Change
the criteria and policies
that preclude the employment of individuals with a
criminal history, and stop
pretending there is hope
for a significant number
of arrested/convicted applicants impacted by existing
exclusionary
selection standards and
procedures.
One should also be
aware of the “Kriseman
Tease,” which consists of
him and his campaign announcing a series of initiatives
marked
by
duplicity. For example,
Kriseman purports to
favor an increase in the
minimum wage to $15
per hour but his staff and
the city administrator
says it is too expensive.
He supports the recent action by the city
council to limit monetary
campaign contributions
but not until his race for
mayor has concluded.
He brags about the efficacy of Park Walk and
Talk, but offers no proof
as crime in Midtown
soars.
The list of simplistic
campaign sound bites includes an array of other
empty campaign promises for a second term
and begs the question:
Why was Kriseman so ineffective during the first
term?
The only thing Baker
and Trump have in common as it relates to St. Petersburg
is
party
affiliation.
During
Baker’s tenure as mayor,
he addressed all of the
“focal points” identified
by Flowers and more.
He worked with an
African American nonprofit (Urban Development
Solutions)
to

develop Tangerine Plaza
(grocery store) and the
Manhattan Casino. The
Midtown Post Office,
1,000 scholarships, a library, Job Corps, jobs,
the Jordan School and
Royal Theatre renovations were all Baker initiatives. Sadly, we lost
too much under Kriseman.
Lastly, I agree with
School Board Member
Flower’s assertion “what
you believe matters,” but
I do not agree with her
underlying premise. She
suggests we should vote
for Kriseman because he
is a democrat and rejects
Baker because he is Republican.
However,
when the bottom line is
examined, it becomes
abundantly clear that political party is not the predictive variable in the
upcoming election for
the Office of Mayor in St.
Petersburg.
Review the records
and you will find Baker’s
leadership, commitment
to Midtown, compassion
and accomplishments
are proven. On the other
hand, Kriseman, the Democrat has a record of
Midtown failures and
doesn’t warrant another
term.
Cognizant of his inattention to Midtown and
failures citywide, Kriseman resorts to pulling
the Bogeyman, Donald
Trump, out of the closet.
Trump is not on the
ticket for mayor—Kriseman is, but he lacks a
credible record of service.
The Kriseman campaign asserted it did not
need Midtown and Kriseman’s actions during his
first term are indicative
of his indifference and
neglect. Midtown does
not need and nor should
it be subjected to four
more years of unfulfilled
promises, O Kee Dokes
and teases.
Goliath J. Davis, III,
Ph.D

Thank you for engaging
MAYOR, from front page
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make St. Pete a true city
of opportunity, where the
sun shines on all who
come to live, work, and
play. Those words are
found in our city’s vision
statement, but more importantly, are illustrated
in the policies I’ve implemented such as ‘ban the
box’, paid parental leave
for both moms and dads,
second chances for minors who commit misdemeanors, and a higher
minimum wage. It is illustrated in our community

redevelopment
area,
which has already generated nearly $800,000 in
grants. My opponent
loves to talk about bringing a Sweetbay grocery
store to Tangerine Plaza,
but what good is a grocery store without the
money to shop there?
Fortunately, the tide
is finally turning. Recent
U.S. Census data shows
St. Pete’s African American poverty rate is at an
all-time low. This didn’t
happen by accident. It is
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Breaking
the Cycle

Visionary
Brief
by Keisha Bell, Esq.

Service and sacrifice
Would you take a demotion to advance a greater cause? Others have
done it for you, so the question presented is would you do it for someone
else — for someone you do not know,
for someone who may not ever know
you? Your answer to this question
may reveal your true belief regarding
obtaining social justice, particularly
as it relates to racial and gender bias.
Meet Mary Winston Jackson.
Some may remember Jackson via the
Oscar-nominated movie, “Hidden Figures.” In 1942, Jackson earned bachelor’s degrees in mathematics and
physical science. She worked in a variety of jobs before starting her aweinspiring engineering career at the
NASA Langley Research Center.
In 1958, Jackson made history
when she became NASA’s first black
female engineer. This is an extraordinary accomplishment considering
that during that time being a female
engineer in and of itself was rare.
In 1951, Jackson was recruited by
the National Advisory Committee for
Aeronautics, known today the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA). She started as a
research mathematician in the segregated West Area Computing Section.
In 1953, Jackson accepted an offer
to work for engineer Kazimierz Czarnecki in the Supersonic Pressure Tunnel. Reportedly, shortly afterward she
considered resigning as she had
grown frustrated with being treated
less than equal to her white peers.
Czarnecki, however, encouraged her
to train to become an engineer so that
she could work with him in the supersonic pressure tunnel.
Have you ever wondered how
many times someone who does not fit
the “preferred” look for a position
wants to quit because of the magnitude of unfair discriminatory treatment - sometimes subtle, other times
overt — she faces? Time and time
again, we hear stories of injustices but
what is oftentimes lost in the discussion is the acknowledgment of the
strength of those who day in and day
out remain steadfast in unhealthy environments, even when the depths of
their souls cry out for relief because
they believe in the work.
Service requires sacrifice.
Because Jackson allowed herself
to envision herself as an engineer, she
accepted the challenging journey to
make it happen. She successfully petitioned the City of Hampton to allow
her to take the necessary night school
graduate courses that were managed

Mary Winston Jackson
by the University of Virginia at the allwhite Hampton High School. What
many thought was inconceivable was
proven to produce possibility - all because one woman, a black woman, did
not quit.
After achieving her most senior
rank within the engineering department, Jackson made the decision to
take a demotion to become Langley’s
Federal Women’s Program Manager.
She did this to be in a position to help
other women and minorities advance
in their careers by giving them advice
on the types of courses they needed to
study to increase their chances for
promotion. Jackson did not have to
make this sacrifice, but she did because she understood how she could
advance a greater cause.
Service requires sacrifice.
It is easy to say that you believe a
thing. It sounds nice to say that you
are against racial discrimination and
gender prejudice. Have you ever, however, taken a step down or a step back
to help coach someone — particularly
someone who is of a demographic that
has been historically oppressed —
take a step forward with the hopes
that her forward movement would inspire a population much bigger than
what she even knows? Can you see
yourself doing that? Your answer may
be evidence of your true belief.
Jackson worked hard to positively
impact the hiring and promotion of all
of NASA’s female mathematicians, engineers, and scientists. Her life experiences, both the frustrations and
successes, prepared her to help propel
the careers of women and men whom
she would come to know and many
more she would never meet. In addition, she helped to introduce opportunities in the field of science to black
youth.
Jackson’s life was one of science,
service, and sacrifice. We are grateful.
Keisha Bell is an attorney, author, and
public servant. www.emergingfree.com

REV. DR. ROBERT L.
HARRISON, PH.D.

Men of S.T.E.E.L. Ministries
www.menofsteelministries.com

It’s contextual
Praise the Lord Saints.
You cannot just pick and choose
whatever you want from the Bible and
make it applicable to your our feelings
or beliefs. The entire Bible is contextual and based solely on the various dispensations in which the scriptures are
referencing.
For instance:
Praying for healing of the land
2 Chronicles 7:14-16: “if My people
who are called by My name will humble themselves, and pray and seek My
face, and turn from their wicked ways,
then I will hear from heaven, and will
forgive their sin and heal their land.”
If my people will pray is a promise
to Israel, not to the Church. Only Israel
was a theocracy, the church is not a nation in a specific land. My People was a
common phrase for Israel in the Old
Testament. There is a principle that we
are to pray to receive, however this is
not a promise to the Church like it was
to Israel. In their conditional covenant
God said that if they do this, I will do
that. Israel was the only nation ruled by
God (a theocracy). They were under a
different covenant than the unconditional for the church. If they would
obey, God would do what He promised.
We are under an unconditional
covenant, under grace, so this cannot
be a promise that will make everything
right in America, in Britain, or any
country. To lift this out of its context
changes its meaning.
If one is going to take promises to
Israel and specifically apply them to us
than one might as well apply what was
said to Abraham, that I would have uncountable offspring, make me a great
nation and be rich. The principle is still
there, that we are to pray to receive but
again it is not a promise.
Context always makes a difference
in having a correct interpretation. 2
Chronicles 7 goes on to state “Now My
eyes will be open and My ears attentive
to prayer made in this place. “For now
I have chosen and sanctified this house,
that My name may be there forever;
and My eyes and My heart will be
there perpetually. He is speaking about
Israel.
Sow your seed so that you can reap
a harvest. 30, 60, 100 seed is used to
justify their reaping of blessings of
money from sowing money. But it was
riches that caused some of the people
not to receive THE WORD. “Now he
who received seed among the thorns is
he who hears the word, and the cares
of this world and the deceitfulness of
riches choke the word, and he becomes unfruitful” (Matthew 13:22-23).
Matthew 13:18-23 Jesus explains
the seed is the Word and how the peo-

W E E NCOURAGE L ETTERS

TO THE

ple need ears to hear, so they can understand the spiritual meanings of the
word and be fruitful. Four examples of
soil are given, only one has the seed
grow correctly and eventually bear
fruit, the other three do not. Jesus explains of the seed being sown in Mark
4:20: “But these are the ones sown on
good ground, those who hear the word,
accept it, and bear fruit: some thirty
fold, some sixty, and some a hundred.”
The Word of God brings salvation, the
fruit of the Spirit in ones life in various
degrees when understood correctly.
When misapplied it can bring ruin. Despite what many have been told, Jesus
said the seed is the WORD, not money
and certainly not numbers.
Jesus told us not to Judge. “Judge
not, that ye be not judged,” No he did
not. Read in its context, vs.2-5 goes on
to refer to hypocritical judgment. A
brother who has a beam in his own eye
should not be judging the brother who
may have a mote in his eye. In other
words, you cannot judge another for his
sin if you are guilty of the same sin.
However if you take care of that sin you
can help your brother.
The fact that His (Jesus) whole ministry was a judgment against the Pharisees who wanted him to agree with
their way of practicing Judaism. To the
Pharisees he said to their face, “O generation of vipers, how can ye, being
evil, speak good things? For out of the
abundance of the heart the mouth
speaketh” (Matt. 12:34). He stood up to
them to their face and called them
“hypocrites,” “blind,” “blind guides,”
“whited sepulchres,” “serpents,” and a
“generation of vipers.” (read Matthew
23 to find out who the real Jesus is, not
the tolerant scrawny mild manner milksop that some portray). John 3:19-21
“And this is the condemnation, that the
light has come into the world, and men
loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil.” That’s
judgment is it not?
Jesus in John 7:24 said to the people: “Do not judge according to appearance, but judge righteous judgment.”
so he is telling us to judge, and he is not
contradicting himself elsewhere. Jesus
said, “Beware of false prophets!”
(Matthew 7:15) How could we obey
and “beware” of “false prophets” unless
we test them- that’s judging.
The apostles teachings are from
Jesus and the spoke far more on testing
and judging than even Jesus did, they
named names (8 of them in the New
Testament, as the prophets did in the
Old Testament) and were correcting
the church in their letters.
Till next week,
God Bless.
Rev. Dr. Robert L. Harrison, PhD

E DITOR

3

4

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, OCTOBER 26, 2017

COMMUNITY NEWS
Lakewood High School Jazz Band invited to historic Apollo Theatre
BY ALLEN A. BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
The Lakewood High School
Jazz Combo treated city
council to one of the songs
on their new CD earlier this
month.
Councilmember Steve
Kornell and Terri Lipsey
Scott, chair of the executive
board of the Carter G.
Woodson African American
History shared the news
that the band received a formal invitation to perform at
the historic Apollo Theater
in Harlem next spring.
Matthew Sala (alto sax),
John Lyles (trumpet),
Michael Dodge (baritone
sax), Eric Campbell (bassist)
and Nicholas Love (drums)
squeezed into a tight space
to entertain council members. The National Champions of Jazz for 2016 hope to
take the Apollo stage by
storm from April 6-9.
After band director
Michael Kernodle and the
ensemble found out that
they were invited to play at
the Apollo Theatre, Kornell
approached Patrick Hernly,

director of St. Petersburg
College’s MIRA (Music Industry and Recording Arts)
program about providing the
technical expertise to produce the band’s first CD.
The recording project was
mixed by Tom Morris, a veteran award-winning sound
engineer and professor in
the MIRA program.
“The CD will be sold
publicly to raise the $45,000
needed to fund the band’s
trip to the Apollo Theater,”
said Kornell.
Lipsey Scott reached out
to Kornell when the band
had to raise $9,000 in 10 days
to make the trip to compete
in Louisiana last year. The
dynamic duo is on board
once again to help the young
men of Lakewood fulfill another dream and is asking
the community for help.
“I am ecstatic to be in
your presence today and to
celebrate the extraordinary
accomplishments of this exceptional merited band,” she
said.
For more information or
to donate, contact band director Michael Kernodle at
(727) 893-2916.

The sky has no limits
BY DEXTER MCCREE
Feature Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Chiquita Godwin describes herself in one
word – driven. The sky is
the limit for her and her
drive offers her an opportunity to fulfill unlimited
ambitions. Godwin is an
educator by day, but when
the day is over her fearless mind and creative
juices begin to flow. She is
challenged by being challenged. It’s what drives
her.
Godwin always wants
to do the things that people think she can’t do. Her
mother, Lucille Clark, and
grandmother, the late
Bonzee
Kelly-Phillips,
taught her early on not to
be afraid to try new things
and to not be a sheep and
follow the herd.
“They said, ‘Nothing

beats a failure but a try. To
try new things is to explore. To explore is to
learn and to learn is to expand my horizons. It
makes you diversified and
not be stuck in a box.’”
A St. Pete native, Godwin graduated from Pinellas Park High. She then
attended Pinellas Technical Education Center becoming
a
Child
Development Associate.
She continued her educational track by attending
St. Petersburg College
where she received a
Bachelor of Science Degree in Education, with
special emphasis on Special Education K-12, ESOL
Endorsed and Elementary
Education K-12 Certified.
Godwin didn’t stop
there. She received a master’s degree in Educational
Leadership from Nova
Southeastern University

and is now pursuing a doctorate. Her sky has no limits. With the goal of
positively impacting as
many students, teachers
and families as possible,
she gained an interest in
working with children
with disabilities because
she feels it’s her duty to
help produce students
who someday will make
great strides in society.
“I am a hard worker
who is dedicated and
strive to do my best,” said
Godwin. “I have worked
hard as an educator to
place my students’ needs
first and to reach out to
their parents and families
to bridge the communication gap.”
Although
pursuing
more educational achievements, Godwin is not all
work and no play. One of
her passions is traveling.
She has visited the

SOUL ON THE DEUCES MUSICAL LINE UP
5:30 – 5:50 – Dunde Dule African Ballet
6:00 – 6:20 – Jordon Bolds
6:30 – 7:00 – Mighty Sons of Zion – Florida Spiritualairs
LIGHTING OF THE UNDERPASS
7:15 – 7:45 – DJ CHILL
8 - 8:45 – BLENDED WINDS
9-10 – HEADLINER – Shevonne Philidor
MC – DJ Chill

Caribbean several times
and expresses a desire to
conquer Italy.
When Godwin was in
high school, she dreamed
of going to Africa. It was
the premier place that she
wanted to visit. Today, she
feels accomplished having fulfilled that dream.
“I wanted to go to
Africa, the motherland, to
see what it was all about. I
wanted to see for myself if
what they show on television is actually how it is
and I found it to be quite
different,” said Godwin. “I
got to see firsthand Cape
Town, South Africa, and
it’s absolutely beautiful.”
She’s also traveled to
Managua, the capital
city of Nicaragua. There
she got the opportunity to
work with students. Visiting this third-world country helped her to realize
how privileged we are as

Chiquita Godwin
Americans.
Godwin is driven by
naysayers. If someone
says she can’t do something, she makes sure she
put it on her to do list. She
has already skydived,
parasailed, zip lined and
gone horseback riding.
In the future, she’ll be

able to add bungee jumping, visiting Italy, a doctorate degree and anything
else people think she can’t
do. For Godwin, the sky
has no limits. It’s what
drives her!
To reach Dexter McCree, email dmccree@theweeklychallenger.com
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Honoring the first black firemen in St. Pete
ST. PETERSBURG —
Members of the Class of
1969 from Gibbs, St. Petersburg,
Lakewood,
Bishop Barry and Notre
Dame High Schools sponsored a program dedicated
to the first African-American firemen employed in
the City of St. Petersburg
last Saturday, Oct. 21 at St.
Mark Missionary Baptist
Church.
While giving the occasion, former president of
the NAACP Ray Tampa
noted that in March of
1972, two African Americans joined the fire department and about six
months later another two
joined. By the time January of 1973 rolled around,
two more had joined.
“All of these men were
members of the Class of
1969,” he said.
In attendance to assist
in honoring these, brave,
courageous and dedicated
first responders were
Mayor Rick Kriseman,
State Senator Darryl Rouson, Rep. Wengay Newton,
City
Councilmember
Steve Kornell, Fire Chief
James Large, Police Major
Antonio Gilliam and a
large contingent of other
first responders, family
and friends.
Eugene Curry (deceased), Alphonso Brown,
Stanton Bernard Singletary, Eddie W. Utley, and
Preston Riley Floyd were
lavished with love and ap-

preciation for the service
they rendered to a grateful
community as a result of
navigating the challenges
and struggles of the times
(the early 70s).
Kriseman honored the
men with plaques and
keys to the city, Newton
presented certificates of
appreciation from the
state legislature and the
Class of 1969 presented
plaques of appreciation as
well.
However, the program’s highlights were
comments delivered by
two of the honorees, Singletary and Floyd. Both
men recounted some
rather unfortunate experiences working those early
years.
Singletary stated there
were times he felt it necessary to “sleep with one
eye open” for fear of being
harmed by his co-workers,
specifically at 1B (Station
1, shift B). The racism was
so overt that the eating
area would empty out
when he sat down for a
meal.
He also shared how he
had to go over and beyond
what his white counterparts did in order to prove
his ability to drive the fire
engines. Singletary’s description of his experiences was very detailed
and heartbreaking.
Floyd pointed out that
he was the first AfricanAmerican administrator

Nakengi Jones-Sultan, Rep. Newton and Alyshia
Greene accepted the award for Alphonso Brown.

Mayor Rick Kriseman and Preston Riley Floyd

L-R, Councilmember Steve Kornell, Jake
Solomon, accepting award for Eugene Curry
(deceased) and Fire Chief James Large

Mayor Kriseman and Stanton Bernard Singletary

(lieutenant) and his experiences were slightly different
than
those
Singletary shared. Nevertheless, there were periods of discomfort that
were the direct result of
race.
Utley chose not to
speak and Brown was unavailable to attend the program. However, everyone

in attendance joined in
congratulating the five
members of the Class of
’69 who survived the challenges and struggles of
being pioneers. All retired
after earning full retirement benefits from the
city.
Gentlemen, job well
done!
Rep. Wengay Newton and Eddie Utley

CONNECT WITH US!
President Obama Supports
Rick Kriseman. You Should Too.
The record is clear. Our progressive
Mayor Rick Kriseman is the only
candidate who will:
• Stand up to the hateful and racist
agenda of Donald Trump and the
Republicans,
• Protect St. Pete from the impact of
climate change and rising sea levels,
• Pledge to support Police Chief Tony
Holloway in keeping our streets and
neighborhoods safe,
• Fight for progressive values that make
St. Pete a welcoming and inclusive city.
The choice is clear, too. We don’t need to
go backward as a City. We need to move
forward with Mayor Rick Kriseman.

Vote by Mail or November 7th
for Rick Kriseman.
Political advertisement paid for and approved by Rick Kriseman for Mayor of St. Pete.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Parents exiting poverty at record pace, driving poverty down & out in St. Pete
GYPSY C. GALLARDO
Contributor

ST. PETERSBURG —
Earlier this month, about
100 people gathered at Mt
Zion Progressive Missionary Baptist Church to celebrate a recent update from
the federal Census Bureau
showing the lowest poverty
rate ever recorded for
African Americans in the
City of St. Petersburg.
It was welcomed news
for the dozens of organizations who are partners to the
2020 Plan, a seven-year initiative to reduce the poverty
rate by 30 percent in South
St. Petersburg by the year
2020.
Figures published on
Sept. 14 put the city’s black
poverty rate at 17.6 percent,
which signals that the
uniquely aggressive 2020
Plan approach may be on
the verge of reaching its
goal.
But the occasion had another purpose that made it
even more special.
Twenty-six of the people
on hand for dinner that
evening were mothers and
fathers just finishing the halfway mark of the six-month
STEP initiative at the Pinellas County Urban League to
help their families exit
poverty.
STEP, which stands for
Success Training & Empowerment Program, is the
newest poverty-exit program created as part of the
2020 Plan, but as Watson
Haynes emphasized, STEP
is now one of a dozen such
programs created over the
past two years that are working together to help hundreds of aspiring community
residents.
Haynes, who is CEO of
the Urban League, credited
Carolyn King, Executive Director of the Pinellas Opportunity Council (POC), and
her team, for creating no
less than five new povertyexit programs since 2014.
One graduate of a recent
POC program shared her

personal testimony.
“My name is Thabang
Roberts, and this program
has changed my life,” the
mother of three told an enrapt audience. Roberts was
unemployed, living in a
CASA shelter with her children when she heard about
the POC Getting Ahead program.
The native of Botswana,
Africa, came to the United
States at age 14 with her father serving as a diplomatic
for their home country.
Roberts dropped out of college to marry but soon
found herself caught in a
cycle of domestic violence.
“Leaving that marriage is
what landed us in poverty,”
she said, “and this program
is what helped me find my
way.”
After completing the 15week Getting Ahead training program, Roberts is
employed at a local funeral
home and is registered to
begin a Cyber Security certification program at St. Petersburg College this month.
Emma Lauderdale, a
participant of the STEP also
took to the mike to share her
story. Employed full-time
with Lutheran Services but
not earning enough to support her and her two children, Lauderdale is enrolled
in a nursing certification program to boost her earnings.
“I’m so grateful for this program for teaching me to
speak and see things from a
positive perspective, which
I’ve been able to teach my
siblings too”
Rod Cunningham directs the STEP. He says, “A
lot of these parents we’re
working with are ‘in a hole,’
financially and very often
emotionally as well. What’s
unique about STEP is that
we’re working on both
fronts, to help people create
a new vision for their lives.”
Cunningham emphasizes the team effort at the
Urban League. Life coaches
for STEP participants include Stacey Flowers, Gayle

Philson, and Lisa Kirkland.
Dr. Ladonna Butler provides
one-on-one counseling to
parents who need the extra
support.
All told, partners to the
2020 Plan have so far helped
at least 1,900 people to grow
their earnings with the goal
of exiting poverty.
Rev. Louis Murphy says
“None of this would have
been possible without the
backing of funders such as
the City of St. Petersburg, Allegany Franciscan Ministries and Bon Secours
Mission Fund among others, and the men and
women working hands-on
with people who want a better life for their families.”
Mayor Rick Kriseman
echoed the theme of teamwork. “The City and community partners are making
a tide-turning difference in
helping to bridge more people into new and better-paying jobs. We have a lot more
work to do, but this is cause
for celebrating what we can
achieve by working together.”
Councilman Karl Nurse

A call to action!
TAMPA BAY – One
Church One Child of Florida
challenges communities to
seriously consider adopting
or mentoring children in
need of a forever home. Do
you have room in your heart
for a child or siblings in need
of a family?
This is an urgent and important question that must be
raised time and time again,
but each time there is a different child or children. One
Church One Child of Florida
is reaching out to families
and individuals in local communities across the state in
efforts to help share the truth
that the child pictured here
and others like him are.
Daily, over 700 children
are in need of a family to call
their own, many of them are

minorities. Can you provide a
loving, permanent home for
these children or other children like them or consider becoming their mentors?
Churches are asked to
partner with One Church
One Child in sharing information with congregations and
extending Watch-Care Ministries to children. Rev. Beverly Hills Lane, state president
for One Church One Child of
Florida and vice-president for
National One Church One
Child, is challenging fellow
pastors to get involved and encouraging families to open
their hearts and homes to
children in foster care.
These series of articles
feature children located in
communities across the
state; they have no family

contends that the focus on
raising family income is
what makes the 2020 approach unique. “A lot of
cities are focused on financial literacy, helping people
to do more with what they
earn. Yes, we’re helping
people to become financially
literate too, but 2020 is helping increase their income to
lift their families out of
poverty.” Nurse is a member of the 2020 Plan core
team.
Pinellas County Commissioner Ken Welch points
out another singular facet of
local poverty reduction efforts, referring to the Community Redevelopment Area
(CRA) minted in 2015. “Not
only is the South St. Petersburg CRA the only CRA in
the county in a non-downtown area, it’s the only one
dedicated to poverty reduction.”
Cory Adler, Executive
Director of the 2020 Plan
Taskforce notes, “You know
the old saying ‘Success has a
thousand fathers?’ Well, it
happens to be true in this
case. Over 100 organizations

are working together to
speed-up the pace of poverty
reduction. While 2020 keeps
the torch lit, we are one
small part of this network.”
Adler credits the growing roster of people working
for systemic change through
collaboration.
A three-page brief by the
2020 Plan team names some
of the groups contributing to
community- wide impact:
On the leading edge of
this growing movement as
investors are the City of St.
Petersburg, Allegany Franciscan Ministries, United
Way Suncoast, Mt. Zion Progressive, Pinellas Opportunity Council, Bon Secours,

R’Club, The 2020 Fund, the
Tampa Bay Rays, and
Tampa Black Business Investment
Corporation,
among others.
Leaders on the education front include St. Petersburg College, Pinellas
Technical College, Concerned Organizations for
Quality Education for Black
Students, Pinellas Education
Foundation, Pinellas County
Schools, and University of
South Florida St. Pete.
Other service providers
on the vanguard include
Pinellas County Urban
League, the St. Petersburg
Greenhouse and the Chamber of Commerce.

Photo courtesy of Pezz Photo

identified to adopt them, will
you take the challenge of
opening your home and family to parenting them?
October’s child is highlighted in this article; he too
deserves to have a family. Do
pray sincerely for him and
consider making him a part of
your family through adoption
or a part of your church
through Project Watch-Care,
for support and mentoring.
Tommie
Tommie is an active, inquisitive kid who loves family
and having fun. He’s a diligent
student who strives for good
grades and he especially enjoys reading. Tommie likes
sports of all kinds, but he’s
particularly good at football
and dodgeball.
He’s a natural leader and

would make a great coach or
mentor one day. As it is, Tommie looks forward to being a
dad and having a family of “all
boys plus a girl.” Family is incredibly important to him,
and he’s eager to become
part of one.
If you are interested in
knowing more about Tommie and other children in
foster care available for adoption, or if you would like to
become a foster parent,
mentor, partner or volunteer,
please contact LaKay
Fayson, Recruitment Coordinator for One Church One
Child of Florida’s SunCoast
Region, at (813) 740-0210 or
lakay_fayson@ococfl.org.
For more information,
please
log
on
to
www.ococfl.org.

“I’m a leader”

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
HOMEOWNERS Deannie K’s Beauty Salon B. Brinson Insurance Agency
INSURANCE

Cancelled or Non-Renewed??

WE CAN HELP!!!

727-393-4617

Larry Eugene Walker • Insurance
Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience

LOOK NO FURTHER
FOR CHURCH SUPPLIES
Communion Items • Choir Robes
Bulletins • Bibles • Sunday School books
Gospel CDs / DVDs and so much more

Reader’s Choice Book & Gift Store
4341 34th St. S., St. Petersburg

Beauty is more
than skin deep.
Call TODAY for an appointment

Phone: 727-894-1734
2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Auto, Life, Health and Home Owners
brinsoninsagy@yahoo.com
Bennie Brinson
1830 49th St. So.
St. Petersburg, FL 33707
Tel: 727-328-9878
Cell: 727-215-3048
Fax: 727-328-9545
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(Next to Skyway Mall)

(727) 867-3696
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Revisiting the infamous trials in civil rights history: ‘The Scottsboro Boys’
BY EILLIN DELAPAZ

The panelists shared stories where they have witnessed the inequity firsthand
with clients of their own—
blacks with no criminal history who cooperate with law
enforcement but are still
treated with partiality due to
preconceived racial notions.
Panelists discussed the
fact that nearly eight decades
later African Americans are
still confronted by racial discrimination in public as well
as in the American criminal
justice system.
Rayner spoke about people’s reluctance on speaking
up against racism due to accusations of race baiting and
fear of retaliation. If we “don’t
rock the boat” as Reyner put
it, how will we see change?
“If I don’t do too much and
call the thing a thing, we’re
never going to move forward
and Scottsboro is going to
continue happening,” she
said.
The seminar opened the

Neighborhood News Bureau

ST. PETERSBURG —
“Racism and the Scottsboro
Boys story never died, it is
present today,” Dr. Basha P.
Jordan, Jr. said at the Scottsboro Boys documentary and
seminar event held at the Dr.
Carter G. Woodson African
American History Museum
Saturday, Oct. 21.
The Midtown event was
free of charge and the museum opened its door to the
public at 10 a.m. Guests enjoyed a free continental
breakfast as they arrived,
toured the museum as they
got themselves situated.
Three Florida attorneys:
Hannah Ibanez, Michele
Rayner and Tamara FeltonHoward were the panel
members who provided
deeper context to the Scottsboro story and answered
legal questions during the
seminar.
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discussion for a call to action—attendees to the event
asked what they could do to
challenge the system and
make an impact for social and
legal equality.
“Call your jury duty and
say that you need a fair and
impartial juror, make sure
that you make it to the jury
panel,” Ibanez said.
Felton-Howard explained
the importance of participation and observance in courtrooms as well as voting for
state attorney. “We need to
get someone elected who is
fair-minded, and there are
people who are potential candidates who do fit that category,” Felton-Howard said.
The Scottsboro story
The museum lights
dimmed and the PBS documentary film “Scottsboro: An
American Tragedy” began to
play, taking the roughly 50
visitors back to the immoral
and unjust event in 1931 that
became a marker in the

E E K L Y

A DAY ON,
NOT A DAY OFF
Monday, Jan. 15, 2018

American criminal justice
system and civil rights history.
The film presents the
story of nine innocent
African-American teenagers
(Clarence Norris, Haywood
Patterson, Olen Montgomery,
Ozie
Powell,
Charles Weems, Willie
Roberson, Eugene Williams
and brothers Andy and Roy
Wright) who were wrongly
convicted of raping two white
women (Ruby Bates and Victoria Price) while “hoboing”
on freight trains near Scottsboro, Ala. Eight of the boys excluding Roy Wright who
was a minor - were put on
death row by electrocution.
Victoria Price created the
implausible gang rape story
against the nine boys and
persuaded Ruby Bates to
stand by it in court, they
feared being arrested for illegally crossing state lines. The
case gained the attention of
the American Communist

C

Party that used the International Labor Defense and assigned attorney Samuel
Leibowitz to represent the
nine boys. The NAACP later
joined the defense committee.
The next decade posed a
struggle for freedom and justice as the Scottsboro Boys
faced impartial treatment, ongoing trials, verdicts, appeals
and Supreme Court rulings.
Mass demonstrations and
protests were held across the
world and during the third
trial, for the first time since
the days of abolition, blacks
and whites marched together.
But even after Ruby
Bates repudiated the rape
charge, the Scottsboro Boys
spent several years in prison.
Four were eventually freed,
three were paroled and Patterson who faced the
strongest discrimination because he “best fit” the profile
of a rapist, died in prison.

H A L L E N G E R

.

The event was not only a
history lesson on a flawed
and biased system, but a catalyst to open the topic for conversation,
create
the
necessary awareness, and
encourage future change.
The hope is to obtain a criminal justice system that justly
protects and prosecutes
those in the court of law.
For any community to
change for the better acknowledgment of the issues
is required and in part that’s
what the Association for the
Study of African American
Life and History does by putting together events like this
one.
“Our goal is to bring historical, cultural and political
information to the AfricanAmerican community,” said
Jacqueline Hubbard, president of the association in St
Petersburg.
For more information,
please visit TheWeeklyChallenger.com

C O M

They would have
won election without
African American Voters

Kriseman PROVED
he doesn’t care about Midtown
Apply online for an award to
fund your service project by
Nov. 3, 2017 by 11:59 pm

www.spcollege.edu/MLKService
.
.

Walmart Grocery
Store CLOSED
WalgreEns CLOSED
Sylvia’s Restaurant CLOSED

jones.shameka@spcollege.edu

FAILING SCHOOLS
Crime is UP
Dumped MILLIONS OF
GALLONS OF SEWAGE
into our comMunity

Kriseman’s campaign said
they don’t neEd us…

Check out our website
website for
foor places
places you
you can
can volunteer.
volunteer.
w
www.spcollege.edu/MLKService
ww.spcollege.edu/MLKService

727-341-4601 or 727-341-4602

St. Petersburg College is an Equal Access/Equal Opportunity institution. 14-5111-10

Paid electioneering communication paid for by Seamless Florida . 610 S. Boulevard Tampa, FL 33606
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COMMUNITY NEWS
CURED gets spooky with Uhuru
Haunted Halloween Nights
BY AKILE ANAI
Contributor

ST. PETERSBURG —
The Uhuru Movement invites the community to its
annual Uhuru Haunted
Halloween Nights on Tuesday, Oct. 31 from 5-8 p.m. in
the lot of 1245 18th Ave. S.
This exciting event is
one that has been sponsored by the African People’s
Education
and
Defense Fund for 11 years
and will be hosted by the All
People’s TyRon Lewis
Community Gym and Wellness Center. Throughout
this period, the Halloween
event has always provided a
safe night for black children
to enjoy spooky holiday activities in the comfort of
their own community.
There is a host of
games and activities including exercise for candy, musical chairs, double-dutch,
face painting, and of course
the main event—the
Haunted House.
It’s free fun for all, with
family costume contests,
take away prizes, music,
food and more!
And for the first time in
its history, the budding
grassroots organization
that is Communities United
for Reparations and Economic
Development
(CURED) will be co-hosting this event with featured
emcee and Chair of

CURED, Akilé Anai.
Shango
Ntoyamba,
manager at TyRon Lewis
Community Gym feels
CURED fits the mission of
this event and of APEDF.
“It’s a stance to fight for
African children when the
rest of colonial media will
tear them down, that was
most exemplified in their
struggle to defend Dominique Battle, Laniya
Miller, and Ashaunti Butler,” said Ntoyamba. “We’re
more than happy to extend
this invitation to CURED to
co-host this event because
it’s not just about putting on
a great event. It’s not just
about this holiday. It’s about
protecting African children
and the black community in
its entirety. That’s APEDF’s
mission, that’s CURED’s
mission.”
And CURED couldn’t
be more united with this
task.
It was this understanding that permeated the plat-

forms of Akilé for District
Six City Council and Jesse
Nevel for Mayor of St. Petersburg and why, despite
the results of the primary
elections, they have gone
on to build CURED to enact
the agenda of Unity
Through
Reparations,
which speaks to the right of
the black community to be
self-determined.
Members of CURED
will play critical roles in the
building of this event, quite
literally with helping supply
plywood and putting hammers to nails to construct
the walls of the Haunted
House. We will also be actively participating in manning the various stations
and contributing candy.
We’re looking forward
to the 11th Annual Uhuru
Haunted Halloween Nights!
We hope to see you there.
For information on how
you can join CURED, email
us at info@curedfl.org!

REEVES BUILDING, PLUMBING
& ROOFING CONTRACTOR
Over 37 Years in Tampa Bay

Specializing In:
Painting • Drywall • Flooring • Plumbing • Windows
Roofing • Soffit & Fascia Cabinets • Kitchen & Bath
Garage & Porch Rehabilitation • Custom Home Remodeling

A never-ending love story
BY DEXTER MCCREE
Feature Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
It was late summer or
early fall in 2003 when
Akeen and Dominique
Burney officially crossed
paths. At the time, they
were both in other relationships with people they
believed did not value
them. The need to be
loved and the emptiness
of longing left a void in
each of their hearts.
Both of their significant others left the relationship about the same
time. Around the spring of
the following year, they
locked eyes. That fall day
in September, the date is
still a topic of intense discussion, they began their
journey together and
about 90 days later they
were wed in a backyard
ceremony.
“Everyone said it was
impossible. They said it
wouldn’t last. And even
today, the world’s outlook
on our relationship with
the trials it has experienced have most believing the train will end at
some point,” said Dominique. “I assure you,
the tests we have endured
are a testament to the validity and strength of our
marriage, a never-ending
love story indeed.”
The day after Christmas 2003, Akeen and Dominique became one.
Who would have thought
two different people from
opposite backgrounds
could compromise their
hearts enough to truly
love another person past
their faults and in a matter
of three months? With no
fear, the Burneys did it.
However, contrary to
the vision that Disney portrays of love, it does have
its dark moments or
rather what the untrained
soul will conclude as such.
Due to individual issues
not previously conquered
and communication problems, the Burneys experienced what they conclude

Akeen and Dominique Burney
as the greatest thing for
their marriage, they separated.
In 2012, after the passing of their third son, LJ,
the two found it was difficult to cope. The stress
led to what seemed like
an impossible situation.
For three or four months
they co-parented in separate homes.
They were both in
other relationships, but
their hearts knew the way
home. Once they had
time to clear their minds
and deal with their individual trials, they found
each other again. This
time, they were stronger,
deeper in love and their
faith immersed in God.
In 2014, their happiness and peace would
once again meet another
test, but this time a more
difficult challenge. A
chance visit to the emergency room revealed that
Dominique had only five
percent kidney function.
She was literally dying.
She began dialysis right
away. Many surgeries and
extended hospital stays
would follow.
“As I got weaker,
Akeen stood up taking

care of the entire household on top of his manly
duties. When we began
talks about a transplant, it
was at that time I realized
a newfound love for him,”
said Dominique. “My husband without hesitation
offered his kidney.”
The two of them had
their blood tested and
wouldn’t you know it,
Akeen is blood type O and
Dominique is AB, which
means he’s a universal
giver and she a universal
receiver. They are currently still in the testing
phase to have the transplant approved.
With love and compromise, the couple has had
the opportunity to show
each other Godly love
through adversity as they
arrived at a place of ultimate unconditional love.
Their relationship is a
beacon of light for others
to see.
Well, the bible story
says Adam gave a rib to
Eve, so it’s only fitting for
Akeen to give his wife a
kidney. Their never-ending
love story will continue.
To reach Dexter McCree, email dmccree@theweeklychallenger.com

WE ENCOURAGE

LETTERS

TO THE

EDITOR

Approved Rehabilitation Contractor for: City of Tampa, Hillsborough County,
City of St. Petersburg, Pinellas County and Polk County

Call MICHAEL REEVES - Phone/Fax 813-238-6197
Email: reevesbuilding@verizon.net • www.ReevesBuilding.com
Licenses:

CFC025588

CCC1326860

CBC1251478

PICK OF THE WEEK!

38 11 6
CA$H 3
595
199
735

DOG DAYS

Healthcare
Navigator
Here to help!
Need
Ne
ed He
Health
alth IInsurance?
nsurance?
Visit your local Healthcare Navigator
for assistance at:

www.pinellascounty.org/navigators
w w w.pinellascounty.org/navigators
At Island Flavors and ‘Tings, you will find everything
you want from the Islands and more all in one location.
Grocery • Restaurant • Catering
1411 49th St. S, Gulfport, FL 33707
Main: 727-327-6416 Catering: 727-804-1849
islandflavorsandtings.vpweb.com

C ONNECT W ITH U S !

3-2
1-8
2-4

6-1
5-6
7-5

P LEASE
SUPPORT
O UR
A DVERTISERS

or call: ((727)
727) 464-8411
464-8411

November 1st through
December 15th 2017

January 1, 2018
The project described was suppor ted by Funding Oppor tunity
Number CA- NAV-15 - 001 from the U.S. Depar tment of Health
a n d H u m a n S e r v i c e s , C e nt e r s f o r M e d i c a r e & M e d i c a i d
S e r v i c e s . T h e c o n t e n t s p r ov i d e d a r e s o l e l y t h e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y
RIWKHDXWKRUVDQGGRQRWQHFHVVDULO\UHSUHVHQWWKHRI ¿FLDO
views of HHS or any of its agencies. 10/17.
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
First Baptist Institutional Church

955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 894-4311
Email: info@mzprogressive.org
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study .......................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service ...............................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study ....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
Sunday Worship Service .................................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Small Group Bible Study ..............................6:30 p.m.
Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Mission Statement:

Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711

Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-8708

Sunday Worship Service ....................10:15 a.m.
Sunday School .....................................9:00 a.m.

Teen Summit (Wednesday)..................7:00 p.m.

Rev. Wallace Elliott
Sr. - Pastor

Bible Study (Wednesday) ....................7:00 p.m.

“God’s House To The City”

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

Sunday Worship Services 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School.............................9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) ...........6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) .................7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) ..4:00 p.m.

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston,
Pastor

Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

Victory Christian Center Church

20th Street
Church Of Christ

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.Victorychristiancenterchurch.org

Pastor
Claude Williams

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567
SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.
Rev. Manuel Sykes

Bro. Robert Smith

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006

Sunday Bible Class (All Ages)
Sunday Morning Worship
Sunday Evening Worship
Ladies Bible Class Monday
Monday Evening Bible Class
Wednesday Morning Bible Class
Wednesday Evening Bible Class

..........8:30 a.m.
..........9:45 a.m.
.........6:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
........10:00 a.m.
............7:00 p.m.

YOUR

CHURCH AD
COULD
BE HERE

YOUR
CHURCH
AD
COULD BE
HERE!
Contact:
www.TheWeekly
Challenger.com

Call: 727-896-2922

YOUR CHURCH AD COULD BE HERE
Contact: 727-896-2922
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services
Church School ..................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ............................... 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union......................... 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

THE ROCK OF JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
9:00 a.m. Breakfast (First Sunday only)
9:30 a.m. Sunday School (First Sunday Only)
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. / Devotion 10:15 a.m.
Praise & Worship 10:20 a.m. / Worship Services 10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer - Monday 12:00 noon
Weekly Bible Study - Tuesday 6:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsals - Thursday 6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300 www.fmbctheship.net
Email: fmbc3300@verizon.net

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

Dr. John A. Evans, Pastor

WORSHIP EXPERIENCES

Sunday Worship .......................................................................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School......................................................................................................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday ..............................Noonday Wednesday in the Word and Bread of Life
7:00 p.m. Prayer and Wednesday in the Word
7:00 p.m. Youth Enrichment
Our Mission: Friendship Missionary Baptist Church is a family of believers in
Christ, reaching out to the world, preaching the gospel to the unsaved and
teaching the saved to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ.

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC

Friendship MBC
Consider this your Official
Boarding Pass. Where, Dr.
John
A.
Evans,
Sr.,
Pastor/Captain and First Lady
Teresa L. Evans (have a heart
for the people), the Official
Family and Members welcome you aboard the SS
Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church (The Ship), we trust
that your time with us, first as
an honored visitor/guest and
if the Lord says so, become a
part of our Church Family. We
set sail every Wednesday
starting our with our Bread of
Life Ministry at 11:00 am, followed by Wednesday in the
Word (the Learning Arm of
our church) at 12:00 noon and
again at 7:00 pm. We drop our
Anchor until Sundays, where
we set sail again with our Early
Morning Worship Service at
7:45 am, Church Sunday
School (the Teaching Arm of
our faith) begins at 9:30 pm
and finally our Mid Morning
Worship Service at 10:45 am.
All are Welcomed to use this
Boarding Pass to experience
the “It;s just nice to be nice”
church. Don't sit out church,
God has Blessed us to much,
we owe Him at least a Thank
You.
“The Ship” won't sail without You! For additional information on any of the
announcements, please contact us by the following methods: Friendship Missionary
Baptist Church, 3300 31st
Street South, St. Petersburg,
Florida 33712 - Church Office:
(727) 906-8300 - E-Mail:
fmbc3300@verizon.net
NOW “Live Streaming”: Visit
us – Website: www.fmbctheship.net - Facebook - Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church and WCBDA Website:
www.expericencethecoast.com
Transporttion is available -

Call the Church at (727) 9068300 – Monday – Friday from
9:00 AM – 3:00 PM.
October at the Ship
Mark Your Calendar
Keep Praying – Texas,
The US Virgin Islands, Puerto
Rico, Mexico & California, and
those families and survivors of
Las Vegas.
We, as a West Coast and
National Baptist Convention,
USA, Incorporated, affiliated
church has been ask to secure
in addition to our Prayers & Financial support: Water, hygiene items, pampers &
nonperishable items in order
to help our Brothers and Sisters in Texas, the US Virgin Island & Puerto Rico who has
suffered such a great lost.
Pastor is also asking the Ministries Wives, Matrons, Senior
Mission & Laymen Ministries
to serve as Coordinators of
this Project. However, All Departments & Ministries are
asked to start today soliciting
and securing the aforementioned items. Items to be
shipped in the next week.
Saturday, October 21 & 28,
2017, from 10:00 am until
12:00 Noon, 33 Men's Series –
Men and Boys 16 and older
has begun, the Community
and all Churches are invited,
encouraged and welcomed to
attend. Registration Form will
be located on the Resource
Table in the Atrium. See Dea.
Leon Dunbar to Order your
Work Book.
Monday, October 23 & 30,
2017 at 7:00 pm – 20/40 Pastor, First Lady and First Family
Appreciation Celebration Planning Meeting. Theme: Staying in the Race / No Ways
Tired, Scripture: Act 20:23 &
24, Colors: Black, Red & Silver. The Chairs, Deacon
Ernest & Sister Larnetta Pe-

terson and Minister Keith &
Sister Carolyn Riggins are asking all Committee Members to
please be present and on time,
we are finalizing our Events.
The Bread of Life Ministry-Meals are available each
Wednesday for the Season
Saints or those in need. Please
see Sister Renetta Williams for
further clarity or call the
church office 727 906-8300
Saturday, Oct. 28– 20/40
Prayer Breakfast, the location
and time of this Event TBA.
Tuesday, October 31, 2017
starting at 7:00 pm, the Youth
Ministry Annual “Oh How I
Love Jesus” 2017 Table – Treat
will be held in the Upper
Room. First Lady Teresa
Evans, is requesting and expecting all Ministries to please
prepare and decorate your
table for the aforementioned.
WEST COAST BAPTIST
DISTRICT ASSOCIATION
Second Shiloh Missionary
Baptist Church, 2150 W. Airport Blvd, Sanford, Florida
32771, your Host Church and
Rev. Marvin Scott, Your Host
Pastor for the upcoming 119
Annual Session of the West
Coast Baptist District Association – November 8-10, 2017 –
Springhill Suites Orlando
North/Sanford, 201 North
Towne Road, Sanford, Florida
32771, (407) 995-1000, Parent
Body Hotel. Thursday, November 9, 2017 at 7:00 pm,
Sign Up Sheet, located in the
Atrium on the Information
table, the Buses will depart
from the church at 5:00 pm
sharp, for Moderator's Evans'
Annual Address. Friday, November 10, 2017 at 11:00 am.
Deacon Leon Dunbar, Laymen
President last Annual Address, Pastor Evans is asking
the Ship's Laymen to be present and supportive.

Pastor’s Corner

The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the
community at large, its wish
that there would be an overflowing of God’s blessings
upon their lives. St. Mark is
grounded in a Christ-centered doctrine that has as its
central core, the belief that
we are a haven of hope, help,
and healing for a lost world
hungry and thirsty for the
word of God. At St. Mark, we
as a body of believers are
Christians willing to work
and partner in unity, praising
God for the awesome gift of
His son, Jesus Christ.
Events for October
Oct 25-27 - Congress # 2,
Hosted by St. Mark M.B.

Church-Moderator,
Rev.
Brian K Brown
Oct 26 - Refreshments,
6:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m. with instructional period from 7:00
p.m.-8:15 p.m.
Oct 27 - No Refreshments. Instruction Period
7:00 p.m.-8:00. Dinner and
Business Meeting at 8:05
p.m.
Oct 28 - Y.A.M.S. (Young
Adult Ministry) presents its
Annual Fall Festival from 4:00
p.m.-7:00 p.m. as an alternative to Halloween. Featuring
Trunk or Treat. No Satanic
Costumes. The Community
is invited for wholesome fun
on the St. Mark Church
Grounds.
Oct 29 - 5th Sunday Mission Emphasis and Operation
Love (Visitation to the Sick
and Shut-in Members).

Sunday school held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday school starts
each Sunday morning at 9:30
a.m. All are invited to come
out and join us.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) Every Sunday: 9:30
a.m.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal on Sundays: 2:00-4:00
p.m.
St. Mark Tutoring Program: Tutoring every Monday and Wednesday from
5:00 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting: held every Tuesday: 7:00 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study: held every
Wednesday: 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study: every Wednesday
evening: 7:00 p.m.

Come Help Us Celebrate
60 Years of Service
Pastoral Anniversary Banquet
Bishop Preston D.H. Leonard

BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
Unity Temple of Truth Church

Money is not my god! Matthew 27:9
Money is not the root of all evil, but
“The love of money is the root of all evil
(II Timothy 6:10).” When we exalt
money and its’ acquisition over and
above our relationships, we have slipped
into the danger zone of idolatry. Money
is not more important than our relationship with God; therefore, we do not compromise our callings, values and
principles for the sake of money. Jesus
Christ said, “No servant can serve two
masters: for either he will hate the one,
and love the other; or else he will hold to
the one, and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon (Luke
16:13).”
Money is not more important than
our relationships with ourselves; therefore, we do not base our self-image, our
self-esteem or our self-worth based on
our financial status. Our true identity is
that we are “heirs of God and joint heirs
with Christ Jesus (Romans 8:17).” The

truth is that in Christ, there is no lack or
limitation. As we grow in Christ consciousness, we grow in the manifestation
of our prosperity in all areas of life, especially financial prosperity. The more we
evolve as spiritual beings, the more we
hold to our divine heritage as children of
God.
Money is not more important than
our relationships with others. We can
buy things but we can’t authentic relationships; therefore, we do not prioritize
money over our marriages, partnerships, family and friendships. Judas betrayed Jesus Christ for 30 pieces of silver,
which is the equivalent of about $600.
He loved money more than he loved
Jesus Christ. After the betrayal, he tried
to give the money back but the religious
leaders refused to accept it. Full of guilt
and shame, Judas eventually hung himself. When we worship money, we hang
ourselves.

Rev. Preston D.H. Leonard
circa 1978.

Saturday, November 4, 2017, 6 PM
Hilton Hotel St. Petersburg Bayfront
331 1st Street South, St. Petersburg
For tickets contact Jimmy Moore (727) 867-4366
Purchase on-line: www.christgospelstpete.org
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COMMUNITY NEWS
‘Sheros and Heroes’ premiere a success!
ST. PETERSBURG —
A new documentary series, “Sheroes and Heroes
Among Us,” aims to honor
the life work of local community
trailblazers
launched its inaugural film
Oct. 20 at the Enoch Davis
Community Center. Directed by Allen A.
Buchanan, the first documentary chronicled the
life of Winnie Foster, a
woman who fought for
women’s and civil rights at
all levels in Pinellas
County.
People stood and applauded as the Pennsylvania-born activist arrived
for her life tribute. Foster
had personally touched

Allen Buchanan

the lives of practically
everyone in the room either directly or indirectly.
The demographics in the
room ranged from infants
to several citizens who
were in their 90s. Foster
sat front and center to
watch the documentary
unfold her life’s story.
After a rousing round
of applause for “Winnie:
The Activist Pollinator”
seen by more than 75 people, Foster moved to the
speaker’s table to address
the audience.
“I am so honored,” said
Foster.
She then launched into
the need for continued activism that will not give

way to complacency. From
global warming to community gardens, Foster’s plea
to be vigilant in procuring
the well being of our community resonated with her
well-wishers who gave her
a standing ovation just before dinner was served.
Feedback was solicited
to gathering data on improving a shorter version
of the current video for a
film festival early next
year. The responses will
also lay the groundwork
for the next documentary.
Responses
ranged
from reinvigorating activism in the community to
needing more photos.
“Winnie: The Activist Pol-

Winnie Foster

linator” received the following quality rating based
on 137 total responses:
52%- Excellent
23%- Very Good
14%- Good
6%- Fair
4%- Needs Overall Improvement
A name that came up
multiple times for the next
documentary focusing on
“Heroes” was Freddie
Crawford, one of two remaining black policemen
who sued the City of St.
Petersburg for discrimination a half-century ago
now known as the Courageous 12. He also attended
the event to show his support for Foster.

Overall, “Sheroes and
Heroes
Among
Us”
planted a seed of interest
for more community-centered documentaries celebrating people still alive
who have committed their
lives to making their community a better place to
live, work and play.
Buchanan extends a
very special thanks to
Sheena Qualles-DeFreece,
Carla Bristol and Cranston
Cumberbatch for their
Herculean
behind-thescene efforts and contribution to making the event a
success.
About the director
“Sheroes and Heroes
Among Us” is Allen A.

Freddie Crawford

Buchanan’s first biographical documentary in 20
years. He started producing oral family histories in
audio in 1991 while working with students at Northeast High School and an
adult workshop at the
Enoch Davis Community
Center. From 1997 to 2000,
he shot three mini-documentaries called “Oral
Family Histories” in Tarpon Springs for David
Archie who was the director of the Citizens Alliance
for Progress.
Buchanan is currently
a staff writer for The
Weekly Challenger.

Matthias Byrd

Bristol will continue to contribute to the arts community
GALLERIE, from front page

stood with older buildings
you may have issues. She
suffered through the loss
of artwork from water
damage, but when the foot
traffic stopped, she had to
move on.
Finding a new space in
the area has proven to be
almost impossible, but
Bristol assures that Gallerie 909 is open, just the
physical space has closed.
“So I just want the public to know that Gallerie
909 isn’t going anywhere. I
mean, the space is gone
but Gallerie 909 is still very
present in and beyond our

community.”
Something as important as an outlet for black
artist to showcase their
work is invaluable.
For instance, the tattoo
artist Brain Storm had his
first exhibit and sold his
first painting at Gallerie
909.
“I think I gave voices to
a lot of artists who were
here already. They were already everything that they
are today, just not having
the opportunity,” said Bristol.
And opportunities she
gave. Between her gallery

and the Black Arts Film
Festival she founded, more
than 60 artists have come
through her doors. She
gave opportunities to those
who may not have been
welcomed in other spaces
and opportunities to those
new to the game.
Bristol will have pop-up
art and fashion shows
around town in different
spaces until she can find a
building within the community she loves. She has
also had the opportunity to
secure collections for several large companies.
“So, art is still going to

Patrick Collins, owner of Deuces BBQ, stopped by to help Carla move.

Sonia Noel, fashion designer from Guyana, featured her collection last Nov.

be sold,” she said.
Bristol may not be the
first African-American to
own an art gallery in St.
Pete, but no one else has
tackled the task of actually
integrating the arts with
the community as much as
she has or deliberately setting out to host art festivals
free of charge to the artists
and patrons.
“It wasn’t a profit making, profit-seeking venture,
it was more out of the need
to have it happen and have
it happen right here…to invest into this community.”
Born and raised in

Guyana, an English-speaking country in South
America next to Venezuela,
Bristol came to New York
with her family. She
worked in corporate America in New York and in the
Tampa Bay area for 21
years until one day she saw
a “For Rent” sign on 22nd
Street South.
At that moment, Gallerie 909 was born. Within
three weeks her doors
opened and the rest is art
history. She eventually
quit the corporate world
and made art her full-time
job.

So in addition to giving
opportunities to artists
from all around the world,
founding the Black
Arts and Film Festival,
she found time to create a
private label brand called
“Jamii” where she makes
handmade one-of-a-kind
clutches. The word Jamii
means community in
Swahili, which is exactly
what she holds so dear.
Check
out
gallerie909.com to find out
where Bristol will pop up
next.

William Kwanena-Poh was the first artist at Gallerie 909.

